Transfer of Eimeria nieschulzi using extraintestinal tissue.
The issue of extraintestinal infection by Eimeria nieschulzi in the rat was addressed by transferring various tissues from infected to uninfected rats by mouth. All 6 rats receiving liver, spleen, or small intestine from rats killed at 3 or 8 hr postinoculation (PI), and all 5 rats receiving spleen and small intestine from rats killed 8 days PI, showed infections. Rats receiving tissues from rats killed at 8 days PI showed infections 24 hr later, indicating that fourth-generation merozoites were transferred. This is the first demonstration of an extraintestinal rodent eimerian.